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Voodward rende

ephen Pedersen

ECIAL

Australia’s Roger Woodward,
mphony Nova Seotia’s guest art-
on their Celebrity Series concert
the Cohn last night, is a voiatile
nis’. with a mercural touch,

He uses the soft pedal like a
nt-brush, and combines it with
- sustaining pedal to orchestrate
eyboard.

The resulting coloration of
e, and the way be blends the pi-
nto and developes it out of the
hestral tyxture, gave us an ex-
rdinary Brahms Piano Con-
o in D minor.

It was, in the slow movement
icularfy, not just a matter of

® Concert Review

———
poetry and light. Woodward is one
of those rare soloists who plays the
seore instead of just the piano, and
do 5o in a way that goes a country
mile beyond just making suitable
connections with the orchestral
tuttis.

His dynamic range is re-
markabie. He can play with feath-
ers on his fingertips, or poleaxe the
keynoard, as he did in the aston-
ishing fortissimo double-octave
passage in the first movement.

The Cohn's aging Steinway,
well past its prime, uttered a con-
vincing roar that once, but whether
of triumph or of pain is not sure, At
any rate il simply gave up after

Lhal, went cut of tune, and had to

be coaxed not to sound marshy on
anything less than three full strings
per note.

The m‘cljtm, after plawng a
sharp-edged, blindingly clean Cor-
iolan Overture . (Beethoven's),
sounded and: if

'S extraordmary Brahms

the Allegro first movement very
much “con brio” as marked, and
yelding not an inch to the pro-
grammatic implications of the sym-
phony’s sub-itle, nor the tempta
tion to broaden and ennoble at th:
expense of the three following

during the opening passages of the
Brahms. Tuning became ambigu-
ous in spots and never. did com-
plamely settle down. .

Yel, after mf.emuhmn, the
players took command in a truly
outstanding performance of
Beethoven’s Third Symphony (The
Eroica).

Conductor Georg
tempi took Beethoven at his word,

whole structure, and its cumulative
power.

The concert is repeated Friday
night in the Cohn on the U-Fick
series, and Woodward will join the
symphony musicians in a chamber
music concerl on Saturday night in
St. Andrew’s United Church.



