XENA]{IS: Kmmurg

Alpha Centauri Ensemble/ Roger Woodward
Etcetera 1075 (Qualiton) 71 minutes

Kraanerg (1968-9) is huge. lannis Xenakis (b.
1922) writes that it is an attempt o represent the
struggles between the various factions prassnt
when the world population passes 24 billion. “in
barely three generations.” The Ccomposer argues
that 80% ol the people the will be 25 or undecr, so
that the youth movement of the late 60s was but
the beginning of the hegemony of youth.

This is a terrifying work. Mot only 1s it long, but
violent, with prear, daring pauscs which are only
pauses; the violence returns undiminished (or
almost 71 minutes. Xcnakis s unremutting, con-
stantly pitting instruments or groups of instru-
ments against each other, and using the zlzctronic
tape to create a primordial atmosphere, as (f tha
population explosion he portrays is another sort
ol big bang.

Kraanerg secms to exist without Xenakis, as if,
instcad of making a statement, he has unmads
one, created someching which has a s€parate ox-
istence. That is perhaps the maost foghtening
aspect of Krmanerg: by not allowing himself in the
work, Xenakis places himsell with the res of us
to face the impending “biological turmoil”,

Alter listening to Kraanerg and wTiling the
above, it scems somchow pointless to discuss the
performance. | was not aware of 3 composer in
this work, much less performers — which is prob-
ably the best thing [ could say about Rogar Wood-
ward's and Alpha Cenrtauri's performancs.

Recommendcd, but not for the [ainthcarted
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