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Meirion Bowen
on two keyboards
virtuosi of new
music

Poles
of

Cecil Teyior
ROGER WOODWARD. in_his
Cecil

looked
and sounded utterly different
playing_compased and impro.
viséd piano music, respectively,
at_a recital given first at the
‘QEH and (from Saturday) tour-
ing seven cities on the Arts -
Council’'s Contemporary Music
Network.

osi are rveting and should not
be missed

‘Woodward, here, is the astute
ide to an exhibition of the

atest experiments in form, tex-
ture and colour. He remains
detached, but uasive. He

allows the arborescent forms of
Xenakis's Mists (1980} to dis-
place any preconceived notions
of plano register and figuration.
The piano itsell becomes a
new and vital organism: but
also @ machine that can com
pule sonorities in unbelievable
permutations; none the less. @
machine that breathes.
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THE GUARDIAN

35 Britannia Row, London N1 8OH
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Tel: (01) 226 3377 (01) 359 0579
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Please reply to
Maggie Gibb

“Wood End”,

Petworth Road,

‘Wormley. Surrey GU8 5TR
Tel: (042 B79) 2830

o Tekemitsu's Piano, Distance
Away and Morton
man's Piano — a late
change in the programme as a
tribute to the composer —
all painterly abstractions. try
ing with subtle variations in
dynamics, ight and shade, but
capable of brilliant galactic ex-
plosions. That these were writ-
fen for Woodward testified o
his acute sensitivity and com-
prehensive technique.

Cecil Taylor's
provisation was as_corporeal
Woodward's was
intelectually distanced: He
complemenled his Qlymipic
feats at the ki by Bng-
ing. humming and mUrANFTE,
Taylot's torrent of mnotés
might well find common
groun s
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1t would be a truism to de-
smbe 'I‘lylm"s performance as
‘What that also en-
et was 3 rasdineas 10 siams
from and refer back to sm\ple
acoustic materials
apen fifths and fourths. lndBed
5 slow air, more ruminative

rmetrable Shosgh it Te gt
penetrable, though it is light
Jears away from the considered
formulations of any  socalied

straight compo:
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